atson & Michael Bishop

Two of the most exciting writers of adven-
tures and ideas to emerge during the past
decade have formed a unique partnership to
create this intensely powerful novel — a
gripping and haunting narrative of alien
contact on a doomed world.

‘What Keiko saw in the chamber struck her
as forcibly as if she had entered a charnel-
house.

‘Six Kybers occupied the trapezoidal atrium,
two lying together on a bierlike stone slab,
one frozen ina ridiculous squatting posture,
two elevaied on their extensible legs to a
stationary height of nearly three metres,
and a final one sitting in a corner on a
nonexistent chair. Mortuary statues?
Skeletons? Metallic mummies? The sight

‘A multinational expedition landson the planet
Onogoro — a cold and dour world orbiting
one star in a hinary system. Their ohjective
is to investigate an enigmatic alien race —
the beings they call Kybers, who dwell in
a great network of ruined palaces, and
demonstrate the eerie ability to switch
themselves off at will, entering a trance-
like state that seems close to death,
Are they living creatures or machines?
Are they- indigenous to the planet or
transient” inmvaders? Malevolent — or
merely unapproachably alien? Keiko,
the expedition’s Japanese linguist, and
Andrik Norn, aspiring specialist in
alien behaviour, struggle to understand
their mysterious origin and motives
... uncovering theories which, if
true, could shatter humanity’s con-
cept of the universe. 159pp

was chilling. Nothing moved but a few
tatters of mist. The aura of death so

permeated the open chamber that
Keiko s first inclination was to flee . ..’
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For Earth, it was a time of unprecedented peace and pros-
perity. Science had finally triumphed over the environ-
ment. There was nothing left for the men of Earth but to
seek pleasure — without inhibitions and without restraint,

Then someone murdered an android...7% x 5in /
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Michael Bishop co-author of Under Heaven's Bridge

f @- ) Fantasies or fact? Tom
| Benedict and Chaney’s
e, | daughter find themselves

involved in a complex and
bizarre investigation of an
’ alien nightmare. Are the
' Asadi the degenerate rem-

nants of a once intelligent
’ Walstoowt . face? Can the sickening

m;mg:‘ hjnhts of cannibalism be
was described believed? What does the
& tﬁ.‘m strange ceremony of
“This sudacious teurdefores” Death and Designation

mean? And what is the
weird and monstrous
pagoda in the depths of

the jungle wildemess?

The mysterious world of the Asadi throws up so many un-
resolved questions. . . and the questions become more and
more frightening and confused. A devastating novel by one

of our leading new writers. 7% x 5in / 362pp
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